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should be considered as a charge against the United States and for whose payment the United States and the
public faith were pledged. Article XlIl provided that every state should abide by the acts of Congress, that the
union should be perpetual, and that no alteration should be made in the articles by Congress unless afterwards
confirmed by the legislatures of every state. Fundamental weaknesses of the articles. --Admirable as this
document was in many respects, it contained weaknesses which were certain to make the union temporary
rather than perpetual: It failed to give the central government sufficient power. The articles were distinctly the
instrument of a confederation of sovereign states, and not the constitution of a federal state. Congress was not
given the power to raise money or to regulate commerce. It could not compel the states to pay the national
debts, to live up to treaties, or to raise armies. The articles provided for no distinct executive department, but
this was remedied in part by congressional acts. With the exception of the fourth, fifth, and seventh provisions
of Article IX, judicial matters were left to the states. The required vote of nine state to pass measures necessarily
hindered the passage of needed regulations. The requirement that every state legislature must give...
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