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indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 Excerpt: .a separate group. An endeavour has been made to replace the action of
the slide by three pistonvalves, which, as the third piston is here a piston of two tones, gain one semitone below
over the trombone slide, and of course furnish a better legato; but the intonationdefects of the cumulative valve
are very noticeable on the trombone, whose principal function is to fill in the low part of the harmony, and the
ancient slide for that reason still holds its own. The employment of three trombones in trio almost belongs to
the period here under notice, being greatly developed since 183o; but otherwise there is not very much to
record as to artistic change in their use. The alto trombone being uncertain in its lower notes is giving way to a
first tenor trombone, which is a pity, especially where the trumpet just above it is also allowed to drop out. The
bass trombone in G, F, or Ei?, though a magnificent instrument with an extraordinary compass, is also going
out of fashion in favour of a third tenor trombone; partly because it is a fatiguing instrument, and partly
because its register is being pushed up by the inclusion in the orchestra of the bass-tuba next to be mentioned.
Modern composers are making great use of the versatility of the trombone trio in the way of presenting very
close or very extended harmonies, they are also much using its piano effects, and some writers as...
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