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incessant war, costly beyond precedent among indian outbreaks in its waste of valuable lives, the main body of
hostile Sioux were driven by our cavalry across the British frontiers, our government and people relapsed into
that indifference, or rather that absoption in private affairs, which is characteristic of all non-centralized
governments and self-governing people, and is peculiarly so of our own. The volcanic uprising of the Northern
States in 1861, was not more national in its character than the indifference with which they had for years
regarded the increasing murmurs of war until the cloud no bigger than a man s hand had overspread the sky
and the storm had burst. We are too young yet to be far-sighted in our policy; too confident of our ability to
apply with crushing force the pound of cure to trouble ourselves to apply through years of comparative quiet
the ounce of prevention. So it is with the Sioux war. The indignation and mourning that overspread the country
when Custer s command died in Northern Wyoming, was forgotten when the Sioux were driven across the
frontier save in those lonely households where stood a vacant chair. The fever was crushed for the hour what
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hand-to-mouth philosophy of our people, and never has it been more srikingly manifest than in our
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